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Witness Instructions:  Photo Identification Process

1. You will be asked to view a collection of photographs.  

2. The person that officers suspect may or may not be present in the photographic array and the photos are not in any particular order.
3. The officer showing you the photographs does not know the identity of the suspected perpetrator. 

4. It is just as important to exclude innocent persons from suspicion as it is to identify the person responsible for the crime.

5. You should not feel you have to make an identification. Take as much time as you need to look at each photograph.   If you do identify someone, I will note your exact words regarding your identification.

6. Individuals presented in [these photographs] [the group] may not appear exactly as they did on the date of the incident because features such as head and facial hair are subject to change.

7. We will continue to investigate the incident irrespective of whether you make an identification.

8. After viewing all the photographs if you can make an identification, please initial and date the photograph of please indicate the person you have identified, and close the folder.
9. If you make an identification of a suspect indicate in your own words your level of confidence in your selection. 

10. Since this is an ongoing investigation, you should not discuss this photo array or the results with anyone. 
I, ___________________. 
hereby acknowledge that the above instructions have been read aloud to me and that I understand how this photographic viewing will be administered.
______________________________

________________________________
(Witness’s signature/date/time)


(Administrator’s signature/date/time)
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