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	Policy #

Pediatric Ingestion or Inhalation of Controlled Substances
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third-party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis for internal discipline and/or criminal charges.


	Applicable State Statutes: 218A.010

	KACP Accreditation Standard: 

	Date Implemented: 
	Revision Date: July 1, 2026


I. PURPOSE  
Direct members of this agency on the guidelines and requirements when a child is suspected to have ingested or inhaled controlled substances as defined in KRS 218A.010 and requires medical attention.
II. POLICY
To thoroughly investigate incidents where a child receives medical attention for the suspected inhalation or ingestion of a controlled substance.  
III. DEFINITIONS

A. Child: Any person who has not reached his or her eighteenth birthday.
B. Controlled Substance: Any substance defined in KRS 218A.010.

IV. PROCEDURE

A. In each case where a child is suspected to have ingested or inhaled a controlled substance and requires medical attention, a police officer shall:
1. Seek a search warrant for urine, blood, or other appropriate test for the person who was responsible for the supervision of the child when the controlled substance was ingested or inhaled.
2. Any test sought shall test for the presence of a wide range of substances that are commonly abused, including but not limited to:

a. Buprenorphine

b. Cocaine

c. Fentanyl

d. Marijuana

e. Methadone

f. Methamphetamine

g. Tetrahydrocannabinol

h. Xylazine

i. Any salt, compound, or derivative of any substance listed above

C. As soon as practical, contact the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and document with JC-3.
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