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Reserve Officers
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this department for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable State Statutes: 

	KACP Accreditation Standard:  7.1

	Date Implemented:
	Review Date:


I. Policy

The Reserve Officer Program was established to supplement and assist but not supplant regular sworn police officers in their duties.  This program provides professional, sworn Reserve Officers who can augment regular police staffing levels.  Reserve Officers shall in no case assume the full time duties of regular police officers.   

II. DEFINITION

A sworn reserve officer is a police officer, certified under Kentucky Peace Officer Professional Standards who may or may not receive compensation from the City.  

III. PROCEDURE

A.  Selection & Appointment Criteria

a. The Police Department shall endeavor to recruit and appoint to the Reserve Unit only those applicants who meet the high ethical, moral and professional standards set forth by this Department.  

b. All applicants shall be required to meet and pass the same pre-employment procedures as regular police officers before appointment.  

c. Before appointment an applicant must have completed Basic Training through the Department of Criminal Justice Training and be a certified police officer as outlined through the Kentucky Peace Officer Professional Standards.  

d. Applicants who are selected for appointment to the Reserve Unit shall, on the recommendation of the Police Chief, be sworn in and take the same oath of office and code of ethics as regular police officers.  

B. Authority & Training

a. When on-duty, the Reserve Officer will have full powers of arrest and will enforce all applicable laws, utilizing the same equipment in the same manner as any other police officer.  

b. Reserve Officers are required to attend the same In-Service Training as required of all Peace Officers in accordance with the standards set forth by the Kentucky Law Enforcement Council’s Peace Officer Professional Standards.  
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