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Traffic Accident Investigation
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this department for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable State Statutes: 

	KACP Accreditation Standard:  23.1, 23.2, 23.3

	Date Implemented:
	Review Date:


I. POLICY

Members of the Police Department shall respond to all reported motor vehicle crashes and comply with reporting requirements established by Kentucky Revised Statutes. 
II. INFORMATION

An objective of the department is the reduction of motor vehicle accidents. To accomplish this, the department performs a variety of traffic accident investigations including providing emergency service to the injured, protecting the accident scene, conducting accident investigations and follow- ups, preparing reports and taking proper enforcement action. The purpose of accident investigation is to properly determine the cause of an automobile crash and use the information to develop enforcement that will reduce accidents. Accident reports are used by the Department of Transportation, the State Police, and by this department to study the frequency of crashes at a given location and time, the causes, and the road conditions that existed at the time. These reports are also used to develop selective enforcement programs, engineering studies, and to promote street and highway safety.

III. PROCEDURE

A. Accident report and investigation, general.
a. Kentucky Revised Statutes concerning the reporting of traffic accidents include:
a) KRS 189.580. The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury or death or damage shall immediately stop, notify the police, and arrange for medical treatment.
b) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury or death or total property damage of five hundred dollars or more shall, within ten days, make a written report of it to the Kentucky Justice Cabinet.
c) KRS 189.635. Police officers who investigate an accident for which a report must be made, either at the time of and at the scene of the accident, or thereafter and elsewhere, by interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within ten days after completing the investigation, forward a written report of the accident.
b. The terminology used in the above laws requires “reports of accidents.” For departmental purpose, a report is made by a police officer who has investigated an accident at the scene or elsewhere, the length, duration, and depth of investigation effort proportionate to the seriousness or harm done.

c.  A police officer shall respond to and prepare a report of accident involving any of the following: 

a) Death or injury.

b)  Property damage in excess of $500.00.

c) Hit and run.

d)  Impairment due to alcohol and drugs.

e)  Hazardous materials.

f) Any accident involving city property, vehicles, equipment, or facilities.

g) Fire.

d. Officers shall also be assigned to respond to any accident involving disturbances between parties or which create major traffic congestion as a result of the accident or where vehicles are damaged to the extent that towing is required. Police vehicles may be assigned to any other accident, not listed above, and assist persons involved with information exchange. Time permitting, officers may investigate and report such accidents for departmental use.

B. Accident scene responsibilities of the first officer at the scene include: 

a. Administer emergency medical care (basic life support measures) pending arrival of rescue squad

b. Summon additional help as required (officers, rescue, and tow truck, etc.)

c.  Protect the accident scene.

d. Preserve short-lived evidence (broken parts, skid marks, etc.)

e. Establish a safe traffic pattern around the scene.

f. Locate witnesses and record key accident information (license numbers, observation of damage before vehicles are moved, etc.)

g. Expedite removal from roadway of vehicles, persons and debris (in property damage only accident, where possible, get vehicles off roadway immediately to get traffic moving.).

C. The officer assigned to an accident shall have the responsibility and authority to request assistance from any other officers as needed. He/she is then also the primary investigation officer and in charge at the scene, unless the supervisor deems it more appropriate to assign another officer these responsibilities.

D. In case of accidents that occur on private property, accident reports need not to be filled out if property damage does not exceed $500.00. An Individual Kentucky Uniform Traffic Accident Report Form KSP-232 can be given to each driver if they wish to have a report on file. 

E. In case of extremely inclement weather where an accident involves only property damage, the officer may, with the supervisor’s approval advise the parties involved to exchange information and obtain and complete Form KSP-232 within ten days of the accident.

F. Accident scene information collection.

a. At the scene of the accident, the investigating officer must gather

b. Information concerning the accident for subsequent use in completing necessary report forms. Information to be collected at the scene may include, but is not limited to:

a)  Interviewing principals and witnesses and securing necessary identity / address information. 

b) Examining / recording vehicle damage.

c) Examining / recording effects of the accident on the roadway or off the roadway on other property / structures, etc.

d) Taking measurements as appropriate.

e) Collecting / processing evidence.

f) Exchanging information among principals.

g) Photographs are required for all injury accidents

G.  Accident investigation follow-up activities.

a. Follow-up activities which may be necessary include: 

a)  Collecting of scene data.

b)  Obtaining / recording formal statements from witnesses.

c) Reconstructing accidents.

d) Submitting evidentiary materials for laboratory examination.

e) Preparing accident or offense reports to support criminal charges arising from the accident.

b. In a particularly serious accident involving severe injuries, fatalities, multiple vehicles, etc., it may be necessary to summon expert or technical assistance from photographers, surveyors, mechanics, physicians, accident crash team specialists, or other specialists. Accident reconstruction team will be requested for all accidents involving life threatening injuries and/or fatalities. Such expert assistance shall be requested through a supervisor or Chief of Police.

H.  Accident scene procedures.

a.  Upon the receipt of a report of a motor vehicle accident that requires the services of a police officer, the officer assigned shall proceed with emergency equipment activated, depending on injuries. The police vehicle shall not be parked at the scene in a manner that will endanger other pedestrians, motorists, or citizens. The officer should consider using the police vehicle as a shield to protect the scene as well as him. The officer shall leave his vehicles emergency lights on.

b. The officer shall put on a safety vest with reflectors before leaving the vehicle. Flares are available in each police vehicle for use in creating an illuminated warning pattern to alert others.

c. In case of danger of fire from leaking or ruptured gas tanks or where there is any major crash of two or more vehicles where there is any sign of hazardous materials having been transported, the Fire Department shall be requested, and dispatched.

d. All police vehicles are equipped with a copy of the current emergency response guidebook, which permits both rapid identification of DOT vehicles, and contains placards for hazardous materials and gives information concerning the nature of the hazard, emergency procedure, and evacuation disasters. Any police officer arriving at the scene of such an accident and seeing hazardous materials placards shall remove himself from the immediate area and request the Fire Department. The Fire Chief will assume control of any scene involving hazardous materials and all officers will provide support as required. Any investigation of the accident will occur after approval of the Fire Chief.

e. Any property belonging to accident victims will be protected from theft or pilferage and if victims are not present, it shall be brought to the police station, properly tagged, and held for the victims.

I.  Accident Report (State Form KSP-74).

a.  Section 189.635 (3) of the Kentucky Revised Statutes states “Every law enforcement agency whose officers investigate a vehicle accident of which a report must be made as required in this chapter shall file a report of the accident with the Department of State Police within ten (10) days after investigation of the accident upon forms supplied by the department.” Reports will be completed using the State E-Crash System
b.  In the event of an accident that occurs on private property, an accident report will be filed if it meets any of the normal reporting criteria (death, personal injury, property damage in excess of $500.00, or involves government – operated vehicles).

J. Enforcement Actions

Officers are directed to take appropriate enforcement action at collision scenes when circumstances warrant and when enforcement may be administered within the limits of Kentucky revised statutes.

a. Probable Cause DUI Arrest – KRS 431.005 permits a probable cause arrest for violation of KRS 189A.010, Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol/Controlled Substance/Other Substance.

b. Any enforceable violation of statutes to include Expired Registration, No Registration Receipt, etc. 

c. KRS 189.636 requires the owner of an uninsured vehicle involved in an auto accident be cited in violation of KRS 304.39-110.

d. Follow up investigations may require officers to file criminal charges based on the outcome of their investigation.

K. Diagrams

Diagrams are to be drawn using the KYOPS program. Diagrams are required for all injury and fatal collisions. If the collision is minor, without injuries, the Manner of Collision can be used instead of drawing a diagram. If the Manner of Collision is used, print the legend number of the appropriate Manner of Collision diagram in this area.
PAGE  
5

