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Speed Measuring Devices
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this department for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable State Statutes: 

	KACP Accreditation Standard:  22.6

	Date Implemented:
	Review Date:


I. POLICY

The Police Department conducts enforcement of state statutes relating to excessive motor vehicle speed on public highways or traffic ways, through the use of Doppler Radar/LIDAR speed measuring devices, time distance calculations, and calibrated speedometers. 
II. PROCEDURE

A. Speed measuring devices will primarily be operated in those areas that have shown a high accident rate caused by excessive speed, in answer to complaints received from the public, or in areas where excessive speed may create a hazard to the public. Procedures will vary in accordance with the type of equipment used. The type of enforcement action taken may depend on location of violation, severity of violation, etc., and should be guided by departmental policy

B. Radar/LIDAR

a. The following guidelines govern the use of radar/LIDAR, which will be operated in compliance with manufacturer's instructions. 

a) The radar unit must be properly installed in the vehicle and connected to the appropriate power supply.

b) Operators who have completed the in-service course and maintain status as a Certified Police Radar Operator will use radar or LIDAR for traffic enforcement. 

c) The operator must choose an appropriate location that is conducive to the effective and safe operation of radar/LIDAR and apprehension of any violators.

d) The radar/LIDAR unit shall be maintained and properly calibrated to ensure accuracy in checking speed. 

e) The operator must follow the manufacturer's recommended specific methods of checking calibration without exception. Any problems with the operation of radar units or apparent malfunction shall be promptly reported to a Supervisor.

f) Enforcement action using radar/LIDAR speed measuring devices requires the following elements be met:

g) The time, place, and location of the vehicle, the identity of the operator, the speed of the vehicle, and the visual and radar speed check.

h) Officer qualifications and training in use of radar.

i) Proper operation of radar/LIDAR unit.

j) The unit was tested for accuracy before use and after use by an approved method.

k) Speed limit in the zone in which officer was operating and where the signs were posted.

l) The individual officer is responsible for the proper care and daily inspection of the radar unit's calibration and operational checks. Any problems are to be reported to their supervisor.

b. Pacing

a) Officers may issue citations by pacing the suspect vehicle in accordance with the training and current accepted standards of the Kenton Courts.

c. Time/Distance

a) Officers may measure speed using time/distance calculations in accordance with their training and current accepted standards of the Courts.

d. The Administrative Division is responsible for the management of radar/LIDAR units requiring service, maintenance, or calibration, and the maintenance of supporting records. Including calibration/ certification.
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