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I. POLICY

It shall be the policy of this Police Department that all officers are required to exercise due regard for the safety of all persons. No task, call, or incident justifies disregard of public safety. Further, the public expects its police officers to demonstrate exemplary driving behavior. All department personnel who operate police vehicles will comply with safe driving procedures outlined herein with particular attention to responding to calls for service or engaging pursuits. Emergency warning devices shall be used consistent with both legal requirement and the safety of the public and police personnel. 
II. DEFINITIONS

A. Normal or routine driving ‑ That driving which dictates vehicle speed consistent with the normal flow of traffic, obedience to vehicle laws and posted signs, adherence to commonly understood "rules of the road" and courtesy.

B.   Emergency Operation - For the purpose of this Policy, emergency operation is intended to refer to the manner of operation of a police vehicle, by an officer, in response to a situation or occurrence that is and/or poses a risk of life threatening or serious physical injury and has developed suddenly and/or unexpectedly and demands immediate actions and response. Both lights and siren must be on during emergency operation of police vehicles. 

C. KRS 189.910 ‑ "An 'emergency vehicle' means any vehicle used for emergency purposes by a fire department; any vehicle used for emergency purposes by the State Police, a public police department, or sheriff's office; any vehicle used for emergency by a rescue squad; any publicly owned vehicle used for emergency purposes by a civil defense agency; ambulances; any vehicle commandeered by a police officer; or any motor vehicle used by a volunteer fireman while responding to an emergency."

D. Marked vehicles ‑ Police vehicles used in routine or general patrol, which have distinct markings on them, i.e. striping, decals, and/or door emblems

E.   Emergency equipment ‑ Flashing, blinking, or alternating emergency lights and a siren, whistle, or air horn designed to give intermittent warning signals.

III. DEPARTMENT VEHICLES

Every officer of the Department assigned to operate a Department vehicle shall be held accountable for the proper use and care of the vehicle, and of all accessories, equipment and tools assigned to such vehicle.  Standard equipment of vehicles shall not be changed, interchanged, altered or removed from such vehicle unless directed by a commanding officer. 

A. Marked Patrol Vehicles

a.   All patrol vehicles will be marked so as to be easily recognizable to the general public both day and night. Marked police units will have the following minimum markings:

a)   Police Department decals;

b)   Department emergency telephone number (911);

c)   Unit number;

d)   Emergency revolving light bar, a siren and speaker assembly with public address capability.

e)   Any other markings as determined by the Chief of Police.

b.   All vehicles will be equipped with, at a minimum, the following emergency equipment:

a)   Reflective traffic vest,

b)   Hazardous materials handbook,

c)   Fire extinguisher, 

d)   Binoculars, and 

e)   Bloodborne pathogen kit.

** Officers are responsible for notifying the OIC when equipment/supplies are used so that they can be replenished.

c.   A security partition between the front and back seats provides protection for the officer, but is constructed so as to allow for communication between the front and rear compartments.

d.   The rear doors can only be opened from the driver's area or the outside of the vehicle.

e.   Prisoners will only be transported in marked units equipped with security partitions.

f.   Officers on duty and assigned a patrol vehicle shall observe all city parking regulations.

a)   Officers will park vehicles in a position so as to provide a quick and easy exit in an emergency situation.

b)   If an emergency requires parking in a restricted or prohibited area, vehicles shall be parked in such manner as not to unnecessarily interfere with the movement of traffic.  At least one warning light on the vehicle must be in operation at all times.  (KRS 189.940(4))

c)   When the emergency has ceased to exist, the area shall be vacated immediately.

d)   Officers shall not permit the engine of the Department vehicle to be left running while the vehicle is unattended or occupied by non-departmental persons.

e)   When it is necessary to leave a vehicle unattended and unoccupied, the officer shall, except in an extreme emergency, lock the ignition and doors.

g.   Officers will not transport unauthorized persons in patrol vehicles unless such transportation is in connection with official Department business, except on direct orders of the Chief of Police or supervising officer.

a)   If an officer observes a person in obvious distress, the officer will render assistance as indicated by circumstances.

b)   If the officer transports the person, it will be the responsibility of the officer to ensure that:

h.   The individual has nothing on his/her person that could harm the officer and

i. All passengers will use seat belts.

a)   If the circumstances require medical assistance, the life squad will be asked to respond.

b)   If small children or infants must be transported, Child Safety Seats or Booster Seats will be used, as required by state statue.

c)   In all circumstances the officer will advise the communications center of the following information:

1.   Sex and race,

2.   Reason for the transport,

3.   Destination,

4.   Beginning and ending mileage in instances where person is of the opposite sex. 

B.   Unmarked Vehicles

a.   Unmarked Department vehicles will be used mainly by plainclothes officers for investigative use and by members of the Administration Division.

b.   Although unmarked vehicles may be equipped with blue lights and siren, the use of unmarked vehicles and plainclothes officers in the stopping of suspected vehicles will be avoided whenever possible.

c.   Every effort will be made to employ a marked police vehicle to stop a suspect vehicle.

d.   Unmarked vehicles should not be utilized as a primary unit in vehicle pursuits, but may be used as secondary/backup units.

IV. PROCEDURE

A. Daily Operations of Department Vehicles

a.   All officers note the following information on their daily Contact Sheet:

a)   Vehicle unit number.

b)   Vehicle mileage used during shift.

c)   Rear Seat Check.

b.   All members of the Department will use seat belts when operating Department vehicles. 

B.   Driving Rules

a.   Circumstances permitting, the driver must check the safety features of his vehicle before commencing operation.  The check should include (but not be limited to) all lights, brakes, horn, siren, and steering.

b.   No driver shall modify, remove, deactivate, or otherwise tamper with the vehicle safety belts, emission control device, or any part of the vehicle that affects its operation.

c.   During periods of inclement weather when police vehicles cannot be washed regularly, the driver must assure that the headlights and tail light lenses are kept clean.

d.   No officer or employee shall operate any police vehicle that he believes to be unsafe.

e.   The driver shall exercise careful observation of surrounding conditions before turning or backing any vehicle.

f.   A police vehicle shall not be left unattended with its engine in operation.

g.   The driver must recognize the variable factors of weather, road surface conditions, road contour, and traffic congestion, all of which directly affect the safe operation of any motor vehicle, and shall govern the operation of the vehicle in accordance with these factors.

h.   The nature of certain crimes in progress may call for the use of the siren to be discontinued upon close approach to the location of the occurrence, and although such action is permitted by authority of this order, police vehicle operations under these conditions require extreme caution.  Keep in mind that KRS 189.940 states no exemption when lights and siren are not in continuous use.  Under no circumstances shall an officer respond in emergency mode without both lights and siren in operation.

i.   Emergency driving to the scene of a motor vehicle accident is permissible ONLY when an emergency exists, or when specific information indicates that the conditions at the scene require the immediate presence of an officer.

j. When approaching an intersection or other location where there is great possibility of collision, the driver who is responding under emergency conditions shall reduce the speed of his vehicle and control it to avoid collision with another vehicle or pedestrian, stopping completely if necessary, before entering and crossing the intersection.   When faced with a red traffic signal or stop sign, the officer shall stop his vehicle and assure by careful observation that the way is clear before proceeding through the intersection.

k. The operator of a police vehicle shall be held accountable for the manner in which he operates his vehicle.

l. At the scene of a crime, a motor vehicle accident, or other police incidents, a police vehicle shall be parked in such manner so as not to create a hazard or an obstacle to other traffic.  The emergency lights and four‑way flashers should always be used to warn other drivers approaching the location.

m. The driver should lower one front window far enough to hear other sirens and traffic warning signals (except when in pursuits). 

n. Drivers shall operate their police units in accordance to this policy and procedure and KRS 189.910 through KRS 189.950 and Taylor Mill Police and Procedures.

o. Operators of police vehicles must bear in mind that traffic regulations requiring other vehicles to yield the right-of-way to any emergency vehicle do not relieve the emergency vehicle operator from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highways nor shall they protect the driver from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of such right-of-way. (KRS 189.930, 189.940)

p. Emergency warning devices shall be used consistent with both legal requirement and the safety of the public and police personnel.

C. Emergency Response

During an emergency response, officers need to reach the emergency location by the most expedient means.  In any emergency response situation when officers exceed the speed limit and/or use any other means which contradict traffic regulations, emergency lights AND siren shall be in operation.  (KRS 189.940)

a.   Emergency operation of a police vehicle is authorized, but not limited to, the following emergency situations:

a)   Officer needs assistance,

b)   Report of an explosion,

c)   Report of shooting, cutting or other serious injury,

d)   Fleeing vehicle pursuits,

e)   Auto accident with reported injury, and

f)   Crimes in progress or similar instances requiring the immediate and urgent presence of a police officer.

b.   When responding to an emergency, the officer will not operate the vehicle at a speed or in a manner that interferes with the officer's complete control of the vehicle at all times.

a)   Under no circumstances shall an officer proceed through intersections or traffic signals until all other traffic and pedestrians have yielded the right-of-way.

b)   Under no circumstances shall an officer drive his vehicle against the normal flow of traffic, i.e. one way streets.

c)   The basic rules of traffic safety will be adhered to at all times, regardless of the nature of the assignment.

d)   At no time shall the safety of any person be placed in jeopardy by the operation of a Department vehicle.

e)   No emergency response will be in such a manner that the principles of safety become secondary.

f)   Officers will be held strictly responsible for the consequences of reckless disregard for the safety of others.

g)   Seat belts will be worn.

h)   The emergency lights and siren must be used.

i)   Four-way flashers interfere with turn signals and will not be used.

j)   Vehicles that have prisoners, witnesses, suspects, complainants or other non-police personnel as passengers will not be operated in the emergency mode. 

D. Non-emergency Response

When an officer is not on an emergency call, all normal safe-driving practices must be observed, including obedience to all traffic laws and basic rules of courtesy.  Courteous, intelligent driving practices are to be adopted by all officers.  Non-emergency responses will be:

a.   Complaints that are minor or service calls, and do not require an immediate response.

b.   A minor criminal violation which requires only a reporting of the incident.

c.   Generally, an incident which occurred more than half an hour prior to its being reported.
E.   Defensive Driving

a.   Police vehicle operators are expected to be defensive drivers.

a)   Defensive driving includes the following:

1.   Speed control - drive at a speed commensurate with weather, road surface, and traffic conditions.

2.   Follow properly - always keep a safe margin of stopping distance between your vehicle and the vehicle ahead so that if some unexpected emergency arises, you can stop in time to avoid an accident.

3.   Right-of-way - drive as if you never have the right-of-way and yield it without thought to other users of the highway.

4.   Obey all traffic regulations - traffic laws were established for the purpose of expediting the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic with safety.

5.   Observation - many drivers focus their eyes straight ahead and fail to observe overall traffic conditions.  The defensive driver focuses his eyes so that, although looking well ahead, he can see both sides of the highway at the same time.

b)   The defensive driver perceives what pedestrians and other motorists will do, and is prepared to meet any situation that may arise from actions of others.  The defensive driver is actually five drivers in one.  He must:

1.   Operate his own vehicle;

2.   Sense what the driver ahead of him will do;

3.   Be alert to any actions of the driver behind him;

4.   Watch for actions of the driver of an approaching vehicle;

5.   Be careful of the driver who may suddenly pull into the traffic lane from the curb or side street.

F. Emergency Equipment 
a. Use your headlights. In the daytime, your high beams are easier to see that traditional red or blue overhead lights. Most drivers will notice them before they hear your siren or see your overheads. However, do not use your high beams after dark. They tend to obliterate the emergency lights and blind oncoming traffic.

b. Change your siren patterns. The alternating sounds will draw more attention, especially through intersections.

c. Slow down when near pedestrians, especially in school zones and sub-divisions. This gives people more time to notice your approach and respond safely.

d. Expect the unexpected. Even with ample warning about your approach, the reactions of pedestrians and other motorists are unpredictable. 
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