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	Policy #

Firearms and Ammunition
	Related Policies:

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this department for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable State Statutes: 

	KACP Accreditation Standard:  1.9

	Date Implemented:
	Review Date:


I. POLICY

The use and possession of firearms and ammunition, both on and off duty, are limited to those authorized by this policy. 
II. AUTHORIZED DUTY WEAPONS and AMMUNITION:

A. Weapons - Only the following weapons and ammunition shall be used in performance of active duty:

a. The (Insert type and model), (Insert Caliber) caliber

b. Off-duty weapons shall be of (Insert Caliber) or larger.  The Firearms Instructor will inspect, qualify and submit all off duty weapons to the Chief of Police for approval.

c. Shotgun – (Insert type and model) shotgun is the only authorized shotgun to be used by personnel of this Department.

d. Rifle – Agency Purchased (Insert type and model) are the only semi-auto rifles authorized to be used by personnel on or off duty by officers of this Department.

B. Ammunition (On-Duty) Department issued

a. (Insert type of ammunition) for duty side-arms.

a) On-Duty Ammunition will be shot and replaced annually during the mandatory qualifications.

b. (Insert type of ammunition) for shotguns.

c. (Insert type of ammunition) for use with semi-auto rifles. 

C. Ammunition (Off-Duty) - Off duty ammunition will be supplied by the officer and approved by the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police must approve all off-duty ammunition.

D. Ammunition (Practice & Training) - (Insert type of ammunition) same weight and muzzle velocity as duty ammunition and will be supplied by the Police Department. 

E. The Firearms Instructor is to visually and physically inspect all weapons to be carried on and off duty to ensure that they are safe.  If the DOCJT Certified Firearms Instructor deems a weapon un-safe to carry on or off duty, he will immediately notify the Chief of Police. The Officer will be forbidden to carry or use the firearm until it is determined safe by the Firearms Instructor and the Chief of Police.  The Chief of Police will make the final decision regarding a firearm deemed un-safe to carry.

F. Firearms storage

a. All firearms or dangerous weapons including agency authorized firearms not in use while at the Police Department are to be secured and in-accessible to everyone but qualified members of a law enforcement agency.  Officers will not draw, exhibit, and or point or direct their firearm at a person unless circumstances create a strong reasonable belief that it may be necessary to lawfully use the weapon.  Firearms that are to be stored within the department are to be unloaded and kept in a locker, or gun storage rack in a secure area;
a. General maintenance or cleaning

b. Evidence collection or examination

G. The Chief of Police may authorize the use of other types of weapons and ammunition as deemed appropriate.

III. GENERAL PROVISIONS TO CARRY CONCEALED Off-DUTY WEAPONS:

A. Officers are authorized to carry concealed deadly weapons on or about their person at all times within the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

B. Officers will have an authorized firearm readily accessible to them at all time’s practical while in the geographical limits of (Insert County) County, Kentucky.

C. Any weapon carried off-duty must be inspected by the Range Instructor and approved by the Chief of Police.

D. Officers must qualify a minimum of twice annually with personally or department owned firearms approved by the Chief of Police for off duty use.

E. Officers will insure that any firearm and ammunition carried off-duty is sufficiently concealed from view so as not to cause alarm to the general public and be properly secured and safe at all times.

F. Criteria for Authorization to Carry Off Duty Firearms:

a. Police Department authorization to carry and use an off-duty firearm stipulates that the officer will maintain weapon inspection, training and qualification records pertaining to the officer’s use of the off-duty firearm.

b. An officer may receive authorization to carry and use an off-duty weapon, provided the following criteria is achieved and maintained:

a. Officers shall report the Make, Model, Caliber, and Serial Number of each off-duty firearm as required for approval.
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