CITY OF [__________________]
IN SUPPORT OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION AND AN INTERSTATE COMPACT TO COMBAT PILL MILLS
WHEREAS, the Office of National Drug Control Policy states that prescription drugs account for the second most commonly abused category of drugs, behind marijuana and ahead of cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, and other drugs.

WHEREAS, prescription drug abuse poses a unique challenge because of the need to balance prevention, education, and enforcement, with the need for legitimate access to controlled substance prescription drugs.
WHEREAS, the term “pill mill” is used to describe a doctor, clinic or pharmacy that is prescribing or dispensing powerful narcotics inappropriately or for non-medical reasons.

WHEREAS, H.R. 1065, known as the “Pill Mill Crackdown Act of 2011,” as introduced toughens federal penalties for pill mill operators by doubling the prison sentence for offenders from 10 to 20 years and tripling the fine from $1 million to $3 million.

WHEREAS, H.R. 1065 as introduced uses assets seized from drug violators to fund state drug monitoring databases, enforce actions against pill mills, and support drug treatment programs. 

WHEREAS, H.R. 1065 as introduced reclassifies hydrocodone combination drugs (some of the most addictive and dangerous drug mixtures) to make them more difficult to prescribe and obtain.

WHEREAS, prescription monitoring programs (PMPs) are highly effective tools utilized by government officials for reducing prescription drug abuse and diversion.  PMPs collect, monitor, and analyze electronically transmitted prescribing and dispensing data submitted by pharmacies and dispensing practitioners.
WHEREAS, currently 48 states and one territory have legislation authorizing the creation and operation of a PMP.  Thirty-five states currently have a PMP that is operational, whereby they are collecting data from dispensers and reporting information from the database to authorized users.
WHEREAS, the ideal means for achieving greater uniformity, information sharing and cooperation across state lines does not yet exist.
WHEREAS, an interoperable system of information sharing among the various state monitoring programs is likely to be a far more reliable and effective means of ensuring that these medicines are properly distributed.  
WHEREAS, the Council of State Governments, in conjunction with federal and state policymakers, state legislators, and other interested stakeholders, has developed the Prescription Monitoring Program Compact.
WHEREAS, congressional consent is required by Article I, Section 10 of the United States Constitution to create an interstate compact.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the United States Congress should support the passage of H.R. 1065, known as the “Pill Mill Crackdown Act of 2011,” as introduced.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Congress and the Kentucky legislature should support the creation of an interstate compact to link prescription drug monitoring programs from state to state.
Approved by the City [Council/Commission] of the City of [___________________], [insert date]
