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CCiittyyssccaappee

B
ig things are happening in the
small city of Calhoun, thanks to a
determined effort to boost eco-

nomic development, attract tourists
and make Calhoun a more livable place
for its citizens.

Calhoun has added three new parks
to its landscape, which is all the more
impressive when you consider that the
city’s population is a mere 813. The
largest of the projects, tentatively
named Fort Vienna Park in honor of
the city’s original name, sits on the
edge of the Green River.

Using grant money, the city built a
small shelter on the park grounds.
With electrical outlets at the top of the
structure to protect against flooding,
the building also serves as an ideal,
picturesque location for musical per-
formances and other events.

Galena Fulkerson, a community
advocate who was elected mayor in
November, believes the park gives the
city a chance to establish some strong

entertainment events at the water’s
edge, which could lead to a significant
boost in tourism. “And it’s also a good
form of entertainment for the people of
Calhoun,” she said.

Benches have been added, three
with backs that face the shelter, allow-
ing people to sit comfortably while
watching performances. The remaining
three have no backs and give visitors
the option of watching the entertain-
ment or just listening to it while turn-
ing in the opposite direction for a view
of the river.

City officials were not content with
simply giving park-goers nice places to
sit, however. They also wanted to
make sure that the land offered some-
thing for those who want to improve
their physical health. The land features
a track that parallels the riverfront and
a bikerack for people who choose to
pedal to the park rather than drive.

Calhoun has also been busy with an
area that will be called Gazebo Park.

The land sits next to
the bridge that looms
over the Green River
and offers a peaceful
place for visitors.
Fulkerson noted that
the park is close to two
local restaurants and
has several benches,
giving visitors the
option of picking up
food and taking it to
the park to enjoy a 
picnic.

“It’s meant to be a
place where citizens
can just relax and
watch the river go by,”
Fulkerson said.

The third park,
located across from the
Senior Citizens
Building, has swings
for children and a one-
sixth-mile walking
track.

These three parks
should improve the
quality of life for
locals, but city leaders

aren’t stopping there. City officials are
working with McLean County Judge-
Executive Larry Whitaker and the
county’s fiscal court to get a new proj-
ect, Myer Creek Park, up and running.

Since the creek area is owned by
both the city and county, deeds were
exchanged to designate the land as a
city-county park.

Although the project won’t be com-
lete until 2007, community leaders
have been doing all they can to make
sure they create a park that is attrac-
tive. Public meetings were held so citi-
zens could discuss the amenities they
would like to see offered.

Among the suggestions were an
agriculture center, fairgrounds and an
amphitheater. 

Officials have high hopes for the
park, Fulkerson said. “Hopefully Myer
Creek will bring tourists and enhance
economic development for our area.
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Mayor: Galena Fulkerson
Population: 813
Location: Calhoun sits in

Kentucky’s western coal field region in
McLean County, approximately 20
miles from Owensboro, and is the
county seat. 

History:
Calhoun, original-
ly called
Rhoadsville after
Henry Rhoads,
was initially laid
out in 1785. It was
on this land that
Rhoads’ brother,
Solomon, built a
fort and the
beginning of a
settlement. Two
years later, in
1787, the brothers
were embroiled
in a dispute with
John Hanley and
lost their land in
a lawsuit. Hanley
would go on to rename the land Fort
Vienna, in part because it was well-sit-
uated to protect a bend in the Green
River. The name stuck for more than
60 years until 1849, when the town was
named for Judge John Calhoun, a U.S.
congressman and the first circuit judge
of Fort Vienna. 

Calhoun was incorporated in 1852
and became the county seat two years
later. During the Civil War, Calhoun—
like many other places in the region—
experienced a period of tumult. In
December 1861, a Confederate force led

by General Nathan Bedford Forrest
defeated a Union force near the city.
Less than a year later, a guerilla group
captured Calhoun, along with the town
of Rumsey. Union forces soon defeated
the Confederates and drove them from

the county.
The city’s econ-

omy remained
agrarian into the
20th century, with
its main crops
ranging from dark-
cured and fire-
cured tobacco to
soybeans and corn.
During this time,
Calhoun’s econom-
ic base expanded
to include the cre-
ation of goods such
as furniture, metal
products, cabinets,
foodstuffs,
kerosene and lum-
ber.

Special Events
and Attractions:  During the spring
and summer months, the city is host to
Music on the Green, which takes place
on the banks of the Green River ...
Calhoun is also home to some histori-
cal buildings and sites, including a
Civil War graveyard and several homes

that served as hospitals during the war
... The Calhoun Riverfront Park and
Boat Dock lets visitors have a picnic on
the grounds or launch a boat to cruise
the Green 
River ... A horse riding trail follows the
Green River ... The McLean County
Historical & Genealogy Museum ...
Thunder on the Green, a drag boat race
where speeds reach 180 mph, is held
on the Green River in nearby
Livermore during the last weekend of
August.

Native Sons and Daughters:
McLean County was home to James
Bethel Gresham, believed to have been
the first U.S. soldier killed in World
War I. Gresham died Nov. 3, 1917, in
the Battle of Sommerville ... Virginia
Davis, a native and nearly life-long res-
ident of Calhoun, was almost single-
handedly responsible for establishing
the McLean County Historical Museum
on Main Street ... Born in Calhoun in
1885, Glover H. Cary served as prose-
cuting attorney from 1918 to 1922 and
served five years as a U.S. representa-
tive before he died in 1936.

Web sites for additional informa-
tion:
www.trailsrus.com/mcleancounty/inde
x.html
www.city-data.com/city/Calhoun-
Kentucky.html
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Calhoun at a Glance

The 4-H Ag Center should create this
type of development,” she said.

By working to increase tourism and
bring in outside dollars, by entering
into partnership with county officials
to benefit everyone, and by involving
its citizens directly in charting what
they want for their future, Calhoun is a
great example of a small city finding
ways to thrive. 

The city isn’t stopping there in its
efforts to connect to its surroundings.
To forge a further connection with the
county and region, officials are exam-
ining the possibility of extending the
Green River into Myer Creek. 

Fulkerson believes the efforts the
city has been making will yield only
positive results. “In the past we may
have missed some opportunities for
enhancement of our city,” she said,
“but I think that now the future is
bright.” 

—NewCities Institute staff
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